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Rabbi Tzvi Hersh Friedlander, the Liska Rav (right), performing kaparos with the help of his son on Monday. 

The Israeli health-care system is on the brink of 
collapse and will soon no longer be able to ensure 
coronavirus patients receive adequate care, health 
officials warned on Monday amid new data indicat-
ing that the country’s second outbreak is showing 
no signs of slowing down. 

As of Monday evening, several major hospitals 
announced that their Covid-19 units had either ex-
ceeded capacity or were nearing full capacity, rais-
ing concerns patient care would be compromised. 

While the Health Ministry had committed to 
integrating as many as 700 new doctors into the 
health-care system, the Knesset Information Cen-
ter revealed that so far, only 156 such positions 
have been filled. 

The team advising the country’s Coronavirus 
Project Coordinator Ronni Gamzu has warned that 
health-care providers “are experiencing growing fa-
tigue,” adding, “In some hospitals, the teams have 
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Ever since the first outbreak of Covid-19 started spreading out 
of control, coming dangerously close, at its peak in April, to 
overwhelming New York City’s hospital system, public health experts 

have been warning about a likely “second wave” of coronavirus infections 
coinciding with the late-fall-early winter peak of the flu system. In recent 
years, the death toll from the flu alone has varied between 12,000 to 56,000, 
compared to the roughly 200,000 Americans who have died as a result of a 
Covid-19 infection over the past 6 months.

Even though the rate of coronavirus infections was brought under con-
trol in New York City this summer, it was always assumed that it would rise 
again when the weather turns colder and people live in closer proximity to 
one another enhancing the ease with which the virus spreads. Fortunately, 
the initial coronavirus outbreak this year did not emerge until after the flu 
season had peaked. But public health experts fear that the “second wave” of 
Covid-19 would be more difficult to contain, coming at the same time that 
patients suffering from the flu typically flood doctors’ offices and hospital 
emergency rooms across the country.

Even though the lockdown measures in New York City did bring down 
the number of new cases being reported daily from their peak of more than 
5,000 in April to around 200 cases at the beginning of September, New York 
City public health officials always assumed that when the city’s schools and 
businesses did reopen, the number of new Covid-19 cases would inevitably 
start to climb. They knew that the lockdowns could not continue indefi-
nitely without destroying the local economy, interrupting the education of 
our school children, and exacerbating other existing problems in our soci-
ety, from mental health issues to domestic violence to street crime.

 SEEKING THE BEST WAY TO END THE LOCKDOWN 
As a result, New York City’s Department of Health and Mental Hygiene 

has been working with researchers at Columbia University and New York 
University, using computerized models of how the virus spreads, to find 
the best way to re-open up workplaces, schools, and restaurants while min-
imizing the risk of triggering a second wave of virus infections even more 
severe than the city experienced in March and April.

An example of what can go wrong if a business moves too aggressively to 
bring its employees back to the workplace is what happened at the JPMor-
gan Manhattan offices at 383 Madison Avenue. It experienced a spike in in-
fections one week after workers had been ordered to return to their offices 
following the Labor Day holiday. In 
response, the bank instructed some 
of the workers who returned to the 
Manhattan office to resume working 
remotely from home.

Jay Varma, a senior advisor for 
public health in the New York City 
Mayor’s Office, explained that the 
city is trying to calibrate its Covid-19 
re-opening policies to enable people 
to resume their normal way of life, 
as much as possible, while keep-
ing the increase in new cases from 
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